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Where The Wild 


Goose Goes 
An Eskimo family keeps tabs 


on the snow geese at 
a far-north banding station 


By Darrell Eagles 


IHEIR SPRING MIGRATION is a leisure- 

ly affair. The lesser snow geese leave 

their southernmost wintering areas on the Gulf 

of Mexico in February when Canadians are 
still clearing snowy driveways. 

In March and April the geese are concen- 
trated in the northern United States. In May 
they reach their final staging areas in northern 
Ontario and the northern parts of the prairie 
provinces. By the beginning of June they start 
atriving at their northern nesting grounds. 
Then, around Sept. 1, after a season of normal 
breeding, about 1,800,000 adult and young ee 
birds fly south again. 

Estimating this population is one of the tasks 
of the Canadian Wildlife Service, which car- 
ries out banding projects in strategic areas of 
the north. 

One of these projects is a colorful Eskimo 
venture called “Toma’s Goose Corral”, situated 
at Boas River, N.W.T., 1,400 miles north of 
Ottawa. 

Toma is an Eskimo from Coral Harbour, 
Southampton Island, 150 miles east of Boas 
River. He spent five summers helping biologists 
Graham Cooch and Thomas Barry band more 
than 30,000 snow geese. Last year, when the 
biologists were assigned to other areas, Toma 
and his family took over the operation. 

Toma knows all about banding procedures, 
but to make sure that specific tasks are done, 
the service has instructions translated into syl- 
labics by an Eskimo translator. It also sees that 
bird bands, chicken wire and poles are de- 
livered by aircraft to Coral Harbour, and ar- 
ranges for Toma to get food, gasoline and other 
supplies from the Hudson’s Bay Co. When 
everything has arrived Toma and his family 
load the gear into a boat and set out for Boas 
River. Continued on page 12 
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S, D. MacDonald 
Gosling looks around at a strange new world. Young birds are 
banded at the same time as their parents, when they are about 
three weeks old. Work is done for Canadian Wildlife Service, 
and helps it to estimate number of geese and routes they fly. 
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NEW MEDICATED CHEWING GUM 
REDUCING PLAN HELPS TAKE 
WEIGHT OFF AND KEEP IT OFF! 


An exciting new reducing f 

plan has been developed a 

that lets you eat three meals 4) UIK 
4 


a day, every day, yet lose up 
to 5-10-15 pounds in only 10 
short weeks. 


In actual clinical studies SLIM-MINT Gum Reduc- 
ing Plan showed excellent results. Users in test mar- 
kets have made statements like: “Stopped me from 
nibbling while doing house work.” “Lost 25 pounds 
without starvation diets.” 


PLEASANT NEW WAY TO REDUCE 
How can you lose weight this new sensible, enjoy- 
able way? Eat three nutritious meals a day. Then, 
to help prevent over-eating, simply chew special 
formula SLIM-MINT Gum before meals and be- 
tween meals. So effective ... pleasant tasting 
SLIM-MINT Gum is convenient to take anytime, 
anywhere. SLIM-MINT Gum helps take weight off 
and keep it off. Start the SLIM-MINT Gum Reduc- 


ing Plan today .. . start losing weight tomorrow. 
SLIM-MINT Gum Reducing Plan — at all drug 
counters. 


Atop Citadel Hill, Jolly Tar and his assistants go 
out to welcome tourists visiting the historic fortress. 


Treat yourself to a pipeful of pleasure 


You'll enjoy Dutch Mill from your very first puff. 
It’s a superb Cavendish pipe tobacco that gives 
you real smoking satisfaction. Refreshingly mild— 
cool and even-burning—rewardingly mellow. And 
Dutch Mill is available in two satisfying blends: 
regular or aromatic. Both with a flavour-sealed 


* 
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Gallantly kissing a hand, Jolly Tar gets a laugh 
from Mr. and Mrs. John Stewart, of Ithaca, N.Y. q 


inner pouch to guarantee freshness. 


Bi UTC le) M i L L — Regular or Aromatic 
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_ HAS BIG IDEAS | 


day. Beautify as it 
dries, in minutes. Give a clear, 
able gloss to any wood 
ors, tables, doors, panelling, 
ure, boats) inside or euriges 


has Polyurethane for extra feuah- 

i ness. Watch Hippo-Thane’s finish 
last twice as long as shellac, 
varnish or lacquer. Be good to 
your wood. Pamper it with easy- 
-to-apply Hippo-Thane gloss or 

_ satin. At Hippo Oil dealers 
everywhere. 
Write to Acme-DeSoto Paint & 
Chemicals Limited, Toronto or 
Montreal] for free booklet. 
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About a day after hatching, birds move on 
to fresh feeding grounds. This male brant 


WHERE THE WILD GOOSE GOES 
Continued from page 10 


A few days later the banding operation gets 
under way — usually after the last week in 
July or.the first week in August when the 
adult birds, which are normally powerful fliers, 
are grounded because of their annual moult. 

The Eskimo family leaves camp at 4 A.M. 
and drives a flock of some 2,500 geese and 
three-week-old goslings toward the end of a 
keyhole-shaped enclosure. When all the birds 
are inside Toma signals two of his sons to close 
the opening. Then the Eskimos begin catching 
the geese and fastening numbered aluminum 
bands around one leg. On some they also put 
a colored plastic band around the neck (for 
visual identification from a distance). If the 
bird has already been banded, Toma records 
the number. 

Goslings are banded first, then put outside 
the enclosure. When the adults are released 
they first locate their own young (to the ob- 
server they all look alike) and waddle back 


ae . 

Thomas Barry 
(another type of goose that nests at Boas 
River) urges his goslings out of the nest. 


along the shore of the river. By the third week 
in August all young and adults are able to fly 
and are almost ready for their migration south. — 


There are two varieties of lesser snow geese 


that nest at Boas River: the white phase and 


the blue phase. Both winter in Louisiana and 
Texas, with the blues concentrated chiefly in 
Louisiana and the whites in Texas. To reach 
these areas the geese must run the gauntlet of 
hunters in both Canada and the U.S. And this 
is where banding comes in. 

When a.banded goose is shot, the location of 
the kill yields information on migratory routes. 
The number of bands recovered indicates the 
total number of geese taken. This information, 
plus the results of aerial and ground surveys, 
reveals the seasonal ebb and flow of numbers 
and the long-term trends in population. 

And from the over-all picture game officials 
across the continent regulate the number of 


geese that can be bagged. q 
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Thomas Barry 


_ Banding job is carried out at Boas River, N.W.T., one of birds’ nesting grounds, by an Eskimo named Toma and his family. 


28 
: yiabicie Barry 1 
Family watches as Toma slips band around a goose’s leg. He service do it for five years. When they were transferred, 


learned the job when he helped two biologists of wildlife Toma took over. Family bands about 6,000 geese a season. 
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